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Abstract: This study investigates the difficulties Iraqi EFL learners face with adjuncts and subjuncts in 

English novels. It focuses on the performance of university students in this literary genre, examining 

adverbials at various levels—syntactic, semantic, and morphological. The study highlights the challenges 

in identifying grammatical functions and semantic roles of adverbials, which often form various clause 

elements and express different semantic features. Additionally, the research assesses the students’ 

awareness of the different realizations of adverbial classes and their ability to use adverbials as modifiers 

of other grammatical elements. This research selects fourth-year students from the Department of English 

at Mosul University, College of Arts, as the informants. The students are required to complete a test 

designed to identify the aspects of difficulty they encounter with adjuncts and subjuncts. The test includes 

two questions with varying requirements, corresponding to the students' academic level. The first 

question asks them to distinguish between adjuncts and subjuncts, while the second question involves 

analyzing adverbials under different considerations. The test results, reviewed by grammarians at the 

College of Arts, reveal that 81% of students failed, indicating a significant weakness in this grammatical 

area. The study concludes with recommendations for further research. 
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1. Introduction 

Adverbial structures are substantial syntactic elements that require understanding of different 

grammatical and semantic roles. Adverbials can be categorized into adjuncts, subjuncts, disjuncts, and 

conjuncts. They fulfill various lexical roles, such as time, space, process, reason, condition, concession, 

and result (Quirk et al., 1985). Adverbials can occupy different positions within a sentence—initially, 

medially, or finally—and can modify various syntactic elements, providing modifications for a single 

adverb, a phrase, or even a clause. Biber et al. (1999) describe adverbials as problematic because they 

offer additional information of different types, without a precise kind, and can express time, reason, 

condition, and more. Hasselgard (2010) also notes the complexity of adverbials, emphasizing their ability 

to occupy various positions within a sentence. 

Research Questions 

1. Are university students able to differentiate between adjuncts and subjuncts in novels? 

2. Do students have the ability to realize the effect of adverbial positions on their syntactic and 

semantic functions? 

Hypotheses 

1. It is hypothesized that students of Mosul University, College of Arts, are unable to distinguish 

between adjuncts and subjuncts in novels. 

2. It is also assumed that students are incapable of observing the effect of adverbial positions on 

grammatical and semantic functions. 
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Procedures 

This research clarifies the problematic structures of adjuncts and subjuncts in English novels. It does so 

by testing university students and analyzing the results both grammatically and statistically, ultimately 

providing suggestions, recommendations, and conclusions. 

Model Adopted 

The study adopts Quirk et al. (1985) as a model, considered a prominent source for any syntactic matter 

and well-suited to achieving the research goals. 

Value of the Study 

This research is valuable as it provides a summary of the linguistic classifications of adverbials, serving 

as a tool to pave the way for other scholars in related topics. 

Limitations of the Research 

The study is limited to adjuncts and subjuncts, excluding disjuncts and conjuncts. It focuses specifically 

on the English novel Where Angels Fear to Tread. 

Aims of the Research 

The study aims to enhance learners' understanding of the different positions of adverbials in English 

novels and to evaluate the performance of university students in handling adjuncts and subjuncts, 

particularly highlighting the difficulties faced by Mosul University students. 

2. Definitions of Adverb 

Adverbs are essential components of adverbial realizations, providing modifications for other linguistic 

items, such as verbs, adjectives, adverbs, nouns, phrases, or clauses. Greenbaum and Quirk (1990) outline 

adverbs according to their syntactic roles, dividing their functions into adjuncts, subjuncts, disjuncts, and 

conjuncts. Terminologically, "adverb" originates from the Latin prefix "ad," meaning modification, and 

"verb," indicating a verbal modifier (Leech, 2006). Adverbs can also be defined by their morphological 

construction, often involving the suffix “-ly,” and they function similarly to other parts of speech, such 

as nouns, verbs, and adjectives (Dinnen, 1967). 

To summarize, all definitions of adverbs are linked with the concept of "modifier," traditionally 

associated with providing extra information for other linguistic items. 

2.1 Adverbial Positions 

Adverbials can be placed in three main positions within a clause or sentence: initial (before the subject 

or other obligatory elements), medial (after the subject and before the main verb), or final (after all 

mandatory items). The placement of adverbials depends on three main factors: grammatical structure, 

semantic function, and the context of the situation (Leech & Svartvik, 2002). Different types of 

adverbials prefer specific positions within a sentence, with final position being the most common (Biber 

et al., 1999). 

2.2 The Relation Between the Meaning of Adverbials and Their Position 

The placement of adverbials within a sentence affects their meaning and the meaning of the entire 

sentence. For instance, shifting a place adverbial from its normal position can alter the semantics of a 

sentence. Similarly, moving time or frequency adverbials can lead to changes in their meanings and the 

overall meaning of the sentence (Quirk et al., 1985). 

2.3 Characteristics of Adverbials 



20 

 

Adverbials are considered a complex grammatical area in English, with their roles including adding 

information, providing observations and comments, and linking grammatical elements. Adverbials can 

be single words, prepositional phrases, or clauses, and they can be optional or obligatory within a 

sentence. While some adverbials are flexible in their placement, others are restricted to specific positions, 

and altering their position can influence the grammatical and semantic roles of the sentence (Quirk & 

Greenbaum, 1973; Parrot, 2000). 

2.4 The Grammatical Classification of Adverbials 

Adverbials can be classified into two main criteria: as clause elements, where they function as important 

components of the clause structure (e.g., subject, verb, object), and as modifiers for other grammatical 

elements (Quirk et al., 1972; Leech & Svartvik, 2002). 

2.4.1 Adjuncts 

Adjuncts are grammatical properties of adverbials integrated into the structure of a sentence or clause 

(Greenbaum, 1996, p. 148). Grammarians consider adjuncts as the fifth aspect of sentence elements, 

equal in importance to S, V, O, or C. Sometimes, sentences may seem incomplete without adjuncts. 

Adjuncts not only contribute to the meaning of the predicate but are also crucial for the coherence of the 

sentence. Without them, a sentence may be imperfect, and the reader/listener may not understand the 

place, time, or manner in which the process is fulfilled. For example: 

• (21) Bob swallowed a penny yesterday. (Paul, 2005, p. 58). 

Adjuncts encompass a wide range of topics and provide essential contextual principles, such as location, 

movement, temporal elements, style, etc. They can inform about "place," "time," "manner," "means," 

"condition," "purpose," "result," and so on (Burton-Roberts, 2016, p. 86). 

Austin et al. (2004, p. 14) summarize the particular explanations of adjuncts as follows: 

• Adverbials occur as Adv. Ps or other phrasal categories connected to any available projection 

where they are interpretable. 

• Adverbials can be adjoined to the left or the right. 

• Very few, if any, syntactic principles determine the position of adverbials. 

2.4.1.1 The Grammatical Categories of Adjuncts 

Adjuncts can be classified into two parts: sentence adjuncts and predicative adjuncts. 

A. Obligatory Predicative Adjuncts: 

These are essential items in the clause/sentence structure. Sentences are incomplete without obligatory 

predicative adjuncts, as they miss their syntactic and semantic roles. These adjuncts resemble an object 

of the sentence, as illustrated below: 

• (22) David loved her. (S V O) 

• (23) David lived in London. (S V A) 

Obligatory adjuncts differ from objects in one key way: they allow interruption with the verb (Quirk et 

al., 1985, p. 510). Additionally, obligatory predicative adjuncts are essential elements in a sentence, akin 

to complements, and are often referred to as adverbial complements. 

• (24) We went to Washington. (It is a spatial complement.) (Matthews, 1981, p. 122) 

On the other hand, non-compulsory predicative adjuncts can be omitted without affecting the sentence's 

meaning since they are not obligatory. Their removal does not influence the grammatical structure 

because they are not as essential as the subject or predicate. 

• (25) The headmaster arrived. 

• (26) The headmaster arrived with the new jacket. (Quirk et al., 1985, p. 510) 
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According to Zandvoort, predicative adjuncts modify nouns or pronouns without being subordinate to 

these syntactic categories. He further explains that the phrase "predicative adjunct" is often restricted to 

nouns and adjectives and occasionally to adverbs/prepositional phrases after a direct object. Predicative 

adjuncts are strongly connected to the direct object, akin to the connection between a subject and its 

predicate. 

• (27) We choose him as our monitor. (Zandvoort, 1975, p. 203) 

Predicative adjuncts generally precede sentence adjuncts in the E position, although sentence adjuncts 

can also be positioned in the I location. The relationship between predicative adjuncts and an object is 

stronger than that between a sentence adjunct and the object. 

• (28) Jean had found the answer in the text by skimming accurately. (Quirk et al., 1985, p. 513) 

B. Sentence Adjuncts: 

 

These adjuncts modify the entire sentence rather than a specific term within a clause or sentence. 

Sentence adjuncts can be removed without affecting the sentence's meaning. They do not modify action 

verbs and are more flexible than predicative adjuncts, often appearing at the beginning or end of a 

sentence (Gelderen, 2002, p. 80). Dixon refers to sentence adjuncts as "outer adverbials," which do not 

require the same lexical relationship with the verb and are easily positioned within a sentence. 

• (29) Rod kisses Mary in the garden. (Dixon, 2005, p. 31) 

Conversely, sentence adjuncts are somewhat integrated into the clause/sentence structure but remain 

marginal items, unlike the core elements of the sentence (Leech & Svartvik, 2002, p. 181). 

2.4.1.2 The Semantic Classes of Adjuncts 

A. Space Adjuncts: 

 

These include location, movement, or distance, indicating the position of an event or case. They may 

also encompass direction adverbials, which could represent the source, goal, or path. Distance adverbials 

are another type of space adjunct that shows location and can be identified by asking "where." They are 

similar to complements and can be difficult to distinguish from them. 

• (30) We have got a book at home. 

• (31) He came from California. 

• (32) They traveled to London to get a high grade. 

• (33) But our way does not go through the Nile valley. 

• (34) He walks three miles. 

B. Time Adjuncts: 

 

These limit events and situations by specifying definite time (e.g., "yesterday," "tomorrow") or indefinite 

time (e.g., "then," "before," "soon"). They include positional time, duration, and frequency, answering 

questions like "when," "how long," and "how often." Temporal positions may designate specific or 

unspecific periods of time. 

• Position: I met my uncle last year. (35) 

• Duration: We've lived in Syria for two years. (36) 

• Definite Frequency: Take this medicine three times a day. (37) 

• Indefinite Frequency: He sometimes goes fishing. (38) 

(Hasselgard, 2010, pp. 24-25; De Capua, 2008, pp. 106-107) 

C. Process Adjuncts: 
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These include "manner," "means," and "instrumental" adjuncts, which answer "how" or "in what way." 

Manner adjuncts describe how a process is completed, while means adjuncts indicate the tools used. 

"Instrumental" adjuncts refer to the specific tool employed to accomplish an action. 

• (39) They have done the action foolishly. 

• (40) We went to Baghdad by train. 

• (41) He was killed by a gun. (Greenbaum & Quirk, 1990, p. 174) 

Lakoff suggests that the question "Did you beat your wife with a whip?" implies that the action occurred, 

whether with this tool or another. The respondent might deny using the whip but not the act of beating, 

indicating the importance of the specific tool (Lakoff, 1970, p. 171). 

D. Contingency Adjuncts: 

These include "cause," "result," and "purpose," answering "why." Condition and concession are also part 

of contingency adjuncts, though they do not have a consistent question, with "under what circumstances" 

being the most appropriate query. Result adjuncts explain the effects of a process, while purpose adjuncts 

display the outcome of a process or action. Condition adverbials indicate that one case relies on another, 

while concession adverbials highlight opposing ideas. 

• Cause: Roger cannot go with his family to the airport because he is at work. (42) 

• Purpose: He studied hard so as to get a high mark. (43) 

• Condition: If he comes early, he will get a ticket. (44) 

• Concession: Although he is short, he can touch the ceiling. (45) 

(Greenbaum & Quirk, 1990, p. 160) 

2.4.2 Subjuncts 

Although most grammarians consider subjuncts as separate from adjuncts, some, like Parrott (2002) and 

Thomson and Martinet (1986), discuss them as subclasses of adjuncts, focusing on degree adverbials. 

However, Quirk and his colleagues (1985) treat subjuncts as distinct elements. Subjuncts can resemble 

predicative adjuncts when they relate to the predicative parts of a sentence but have a secondary role 

compared to other syntactic items. 

• (46) This play presents visually a sharp challenge to a discerning audience. The term "visually" 

is a subjunct. If it participates in the syntactic properties of adjuncts, like clefting or negation, it 

would be identified as an adjunct, or the sentence would be ungrammatical. 

• (47) It is only visually that this play achieves a sharp challenge. 

• (48) The play achieves only visually a sharp challenge. 

(Quirk et al., 1985, p. 566) 

Subjuncts have two main types: wide orientation and narrow orientation. The former applies to the 

entire sentence, providing an impression for the whole sentence or clause, while the latter relates to the 

predication or part 

Table (3-1)The Participants' fulfilment at the production level in the first question 

No of items No of right 

Answers 

% No of Wrong 

Answers 

% 

1 11 24 29 19 

2 12 27 28 18 

3 7 16 33 21 

4 9 20 31 20 

5 6 13 34 22 

total 45 100 155 100 

 

3.1.1 Analyzing the Elements of Question One 

This question assesses students’ ability to determine whether adverbials are adjuncts that express various 

semantic roles, such as place, time, manner, etc. It also evaluates the students’ capacity to recognize 
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different types of adverbials, such as viewpoints, courtesy, focusing, intensifiers, emphasizers, and 

subject subjunct adverbials. 

The results show that students struggled with this question, as 77% did not answer it correctly, as 

indicated in the following table. 

Question 1: Do as required 

1. Bitterly, death has come for me. 

(Provide a different paraphrasing for the subject subjunct to make it a predicate adjective.) 

2. The ferry moved... (for three days/tranquilly/towards the island) 

(Put the adverbials in the correct order.) 

3. She mistreated her fellow and she violently attacked him. 

(Transform the booster subjunct into a manner adjunct.) 

4. Gatsby stayed in France for two weeks. 

(Which adverbial can be omitted?) 

5. They suffered from severe circumstances. 

(Provide the statement with a viewpoint subjunct.) 

Table 3-2: Participants' Performance on Question One 

No. of Items No. of Correct Answers % No. of Incorrect Answers % 

1 6 19 34 20 

2 8 25 32 19 

3 5 15 35 21 

4 7 22 33 20 

5 6 19 34 20 

Total 32 100 168 100 

3.1.2 Analyzing the Elements of Question Two 

The second question evaluates the students' ability to recognize the transmission of adverbials from one 

position to another and the resulting interpretational differences, as demonstrated in the first item. The 

results indicate that students struggled with correctly relocating adverbials. 

The second item tests the students’ ability to rearrange adverbials in the correct order, involving manner, 

place, and time. This item aims to assess whether the students can recognize adverbial clusters, 

particularly spatial adverbials placed initially. Since adverbials can function as either modifiers or 

separate entities in clusters, the students had difficulty detecting the correct order of adjunct semantic 

roles, as shown in Table 3-2. 

The third item assesses the students’ awareness of how changing an adverbial's position affects its 

syntactic and semantic functions. The results indicate that participants were generally unaware of the 

impact of shifting an adjunct to a subjunct position. The students also struggled to understand that 

changing an adverbial's location can alter its meaning from a degree adverbial to a manner adverbial or 

vice versa. 

The fourth item highlights the students' difficulty in distinguishing between sentence adjuncts and 

predicate adjuncts. The data in Table 3-2 further reveals that the students were unable to add a viewpoint 

subjunct to a sentence, as demonstrated in the fifth step. 

Table 3-3: Percentages of Correct and Incorrect Answers in Each Question 

Item No. Question 1 % Question 2 % 

Correct 45 23 32 16 

Incorrect 155 77 168 84 

Total 200 100 200 100 

Table 3-4: Overall Percentages of Correct and Incorrect Answers 
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Item No. Total Percentage 

Correct 77 19 

Incorrect 323 81 

Total 400 100 

4. Conclusion 

The study concludes the following: 

• Students struggle to determine whether adverbials are adjuncts or subjuncts. They also lack the 

ability to identify the semantic classification of adjuncts and subjuncts, with only 23% of 

students answering correctly, while 77% answered incorrectly. 

• University students have difficulty placing adverbials in the correct position and fail to 

understand the transmission of adjuncts from one location to another. They are also unable to 

manage adverbial clusters or appropriately treat time, place, and manner adverbials. 

• The sample indicates that students are unaware of the preferable locations for adverbials and 

cannot transform adjuncts into subjuncts. The data show that students misinterpret the 

grammatical and semantic effects of changing an adverbial's position, with only 16% of 

responses being correct and 84% incorrect. 

4.1 Recommendations 

Based on the results, the following recommendations are made: 

• It is essential to teach both the grammatical functions and the semantic roles of adverbials 

together. Emphasis should be placed on the relationships between different adverbial 

classifications. 

• It is crucial to demonstrate the possible placements for each adverbial category using examples 

from literary genres, as literary language has distinct characteristics compared to scientific 

language. 

• Teachers should focus on adverbials that are influenced by their position within a sentence or 

clause and explain how these functions affect the meaning in literary texts. 

4.2 Suggestions for Further Studies 

The following suggestions are offered for future research: 

• A study could be conducted to explore the impact of adverbial position on its grammatical 

function. 

• Another study could investigate the effect of adverbial placement on its semantic implications. 

• A contrastive study could be conducted on the use of adverbials in English and Arabic. 

References  

Al-Hamash, Kh., & Abdulla, J. (1976). A Course in Modern English Grammar. Baghdad: IDELTE. 

Austin, J., Stefan E., & Gisa R. (2004). Adverbials: The Interplay between Meaning, Context, and 

Syntactic Structure. Amsterdam: Benjamins. 

Biber, D., Johnson, S., Conrad, S., & Leech, G. (1999). Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written 

English. Harlow, England: Longman. 

Dinneen, F. (1967). An Introduction to General Linguistics. New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Inc. 

Dixon, M. (2005). A New Approach to English Grammar. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Hasselgård, H. (2010). Adjunct Adverbials in English. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 



25 

 

Hudson, R. (1998). English Grammar. Routledge. London and New York. 

Lakoff, G. (1970). Irregularity in Syntax. New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Inc. 

Matthews, P. H. (1981). Syntax. Cambridge, Textbooks in Linguistics. Cambridge University Press. 

Lyons, J. (1968). Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Leech, G., & Svartvik, J. (2002). A Communicative Grammar of English (3rd ed.). London: Longman. 

Miller, M. G., & Brantley, C. P. (2005). Basics of English (3rd ed.). Cengage Learning. 

Parrot, M. (2000). Grammar for English Language Teachers. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Quirk, R., Greenbaum, S., Leech, G., & Svartvik, J. (1972). A Grammar of Contemporary English. New 

York: Seminar Press. 

Quirk, R., & Greenbaum, S. (1973). A University Grammar of English. U.K: Longman Group Ltd. 

Quirk, R., Greenbaum, S., Leech, G., & Svartvik, J. (1985). A Comprehensive Grammar of the English 

Language. U.K./USA: Longman. 

Swan, M. (1996). Practical English Usage (International student's edition). Great Clarendon Street, 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Thomson, A., & Martinet, J. (1986). A Practical English Grammar. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Zandvoort, R. W., & Wolters, J. B. (1975). A Handbook of English Grammar (5th ed.). London: 

Longman. 

 


